
 

The $290 million Large Synoptic Survey 
Telescope will sample the sky with un-
matched speed and precision. 
 

By GARY ROBBINS 
The Orange County Register 

Monday, September 18, 2006 

 
There are nights when the sky is so clear you feel you 
sense the fullness of the universe. 
 
It's an illusion. 
 
About 96 percent of the universe is made up of dark en-
ergy and dark matter, neither of which can be seen di-
rectly and both of which are poorly understood. 
 
That's likely to change. One of the most powerful and 
unusual telescopes ever conceived will be built in Chile 
by a public-private corporation that recently added 
eight scholars from UC Irvine. 
 
The $290 million Large Synoptic Survey Telescope will 
scan large swaths of the sky with unprecedented speed. 
And it will use its 3 billion pixel camera and 27.5-foot 
mirror to study the effects that such things as dark en-
ergy and dark matter have on stars and galaxies. 
 
The LSST also will examine exploding stars known as su-
pernovas and will hunt for asteroids that might be on a 
collision course with Earth. 
 
UCI will help develop, and eventually use, the LSST, 
which will likely become operational in 2012. Tony Ty-
son, LSST's director, says, "UCI has assembled a group of 
astronomers and physicists whose interest map well onto 
LSST's capabilities, from (the solar system) to the edge 
of the universe. They share our goal of addressing fun-
damental questions about the universe, including the 
mysterious 'dark energy.' " 

UCI SCHOLARS JOIN HUGE TELESCOPE PROJECT 
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